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COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY HOSTS 2008 STATE CONCERT BAND FESTIVAL

Fort Collins, CO — Colorado State University is proud to host the 2008 State Concert Band Festival on
Monday, April 21* and Tuesday, April 22™ from 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. daily in the Griffin Concert Hall in
the University Center for the Arts at 1400 Remington St.

Twenty-four high school bands from across Colorado will play judged performances as well as
participate in feedback clinics throughout the 2-day festival sponsored by CSU Department of Music,
Theatre, and Dance and the Colorado Bandmasters Association. Bands qualified for participation based
on their scores at regional level festivals held in March throughout the state including Rocky Mountain
High School and Loveland High School. For a complete listing of qualified bands visit
www.coloradobandmasters.org.

The CSU Department of Music thanks Boomer Music of Fort Collins for their gracious sponsorship of a
hospitality room for directors, judges and staff during the 2-day event.

The event is FREE and open to the public. On street parking available on Peterson, Remington, Pitkin,
Lake. Parking passes available for purchase from CSU Parking Services - http://parking.colostate.edu/
Concessions will be provided.

The University Center for the Arts Contributes to Local Economy

The Colorado State University Department of Music is thrilled to bring this event to Fort Collins. “Prior to
the opening of the Griffin Concert Hall and the completion of the $46 million University Center for the
Arts facility this summer, hosted events such as the State Concert Band Festival were not feasible for
us,” says J. Steven Moore, Director of Bands at CSU. “Along with the new facility, the addition of
outstanding faculty over the last seven years has brought tremendous growth to the program, resulting
in national and international recognition of CSU as a leader in quality music education; we are honored
that the Colorado Bandmasters Association recognizes these advancements and is partnering with CSU
for the Festival.”

The investment into facilities such as the University Center for the Arts and Sonny Lubick Field at
Hughes Stadium has also brought the 2006 and 2007 State Marching Band Competition and the annual
All-State Choir to the campus. Along with these events, next year’s Colorado/Wyoming National
Association of Teachers of Singing Competition will be held at the University Center for the Arts,
showcasing CSU students, faculty, and the facility.

Says Dr. Michael Thaut, Co-Executive Director of the School of the Arts at Colorado State University, in
a recent interview conducted by Beet Street, “It's not just the cultural aspect [we’re building], it's a huge
economic aspect. Some of the major events we have hosted a few years in a row now, for instance, the
State Marching Band Championships, have brought 10,000-15,000 people from the whole state for four
days. [With the] State Concert Band Championships, we have busloads of high schools and parents. Not



as big as the Marching Band, but a few thousand. We have 3.000-4,000 kids, teachers and parents here
for the All State Choir Festival from Grand Junction, Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Denver. We have
calculated hundreds of thousands of dollars, probably in the millions that the School of the Arts brings
into the community.”

For a full performance and event calendar, more information, and to sign up for a free event e-
newsletter, visit www.CSUSchooloftheArts.com.
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The School of the Arts at Colorado State University provides an enriched venue in which the study and
practice of Art, Dance, Music and Theatre are nurtured and sustained by building the skills and
knowledge needed by future generations of arts professionals to become contributors to the essential
vitality of our culture and society. For more information, visit www.CSUSchooloftheArts.com.



